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Every week in our Early Years classroom we take part in a 
dough disco session. Dough disco is a fast paced, high-energy session 
that aims to develop children's fine motor muscles. The children 
manipulate the dough in a variety of ways, which in turn helps to 
improve their mark making and writing. Dough disco is part of a range  

of activities we offer to improve fine motor muscle 
strength.   

Friday 15th November 2024 

UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 
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http://www.healthyschools.gov.uk/Default.aspx
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UN Convention on 
the Rights of the 

Child 

On Friday our Eco-Committee helped to plant the new community 
orchard! We worked with members of the parish council to plant 
two circles of fruit trees. We learned the best way to plant the 
trees from Aidan– the expert! We can’t wait to see them grow. 
Please help us to care for the trees by not going too close as they 
are settling in and keeping ball games away 

Nature’s 

Nook 

Thank you to all those who entered our competition to name the 
new community orchard. The winner is Danny! He chose the 
name ‘Nature’s Nook’. A sign will be going up in the new year. 
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This half term, our History topic, I Am Warrior, has taken the 
children on a fascinating journey back in time to explore how 
homes and settlements evolved from the Stone Age through to 
the Bronze Age. This week, we focused on the development 
and importance of hillforts, giving the children a hands-on    
opportunity to understand how these ancient structures played 
a crucial role in protecting communities. 

In line with the National Curriculum’s aim to deepen children’s 
chronological understanding of historical periods and explore changes in human life, we    
examined how settlements developed over time. The children learned about the transition 
from simple, scattered homes of the Stone Age to more fortified and strategic Bronze Age 
hillforts, which were often built on elevated ground to deter attackers and protect valuable 
resources. 

To bring this concept to life, we created two model settlements: one as a cardboard 
“hillfort” complete with protective barriers, and another as a settlement without any        
defences. The children were then split into two groups, taking on the roles of defenders and 
attackers, and asked to consider which settlement would be easier to defend. The activity 
encouraged them to engage with history in a tactile and memorable way while building 

skills in reasoning, teamwork, and critical thinking. 

 

UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 
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UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 

The children were joined by Chef Caldora this Wednesday, where they made 
amazing tomato tarts. 

During the lesson they were able to work on their preparation skills such as roll-
ing and cutting while they constructed their tarts. 

Cooking and nutrition is a part of the National Curriculum (NC) and also a     
valuable life skill for the children.  The NC expectations for Key Stage 2 are: 

First, we took the puff pastry 
and rolled it in flour so that it 
didn’t stick to the board. 

Then, we carefully used a 
rolling pin to roll it out to 
the size of our parchment 
paper. 

Did you know… 

Mozzarella is traditionally made from buffalo’s milk in Southern 
Italy. In the UK it tends to be made with cows milk. 
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UN Convention on the Rights of the 
Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 

We sliced mozzarella and tomato and 
then added them along with sundried 
tomato and basil to out pastry. 

Then we wet out fingers, and dabbed 
the pastry, before folding it into a ca-
noe shape. 

We were able to take them home to 
bake and enjoy at home. 
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Attendance and Punctuality 
This week, Mrs Manley and Mrs Westwood met with a               
representative from Warwickshire attendance Service (WAS).      

Unfortunately, we still have a number of pupils who are persistently absent from school 
(below 90% attendance).  

We appreciate that it can be difficult deciding 
whether or not to keep your child off school when 
they're unwell.  

There are government 
guidelines for schools 
and nurseries 
about health            
protection and         
managing specific         
infectious diseases at 
GOV.UK. These 
say when children 
should be kept off 
school and when they 
shouldn't. 

If you do keep your 
child at home, it's       
important to phone the 
school on each day of 
absence and give the 
reason. 

UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 

Article 5, Parental Guidance, Article 18, Parental responsibility 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/health-protection-in-schools-and-other-childcare-facilities/chapter-9-managing-specific-infectious-diseases
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/health-protection-in-schools-and-other-childcare-facilities/chapter-9-managing-specific-infectious-diseases
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/health-protection-in-schools-and-other-childcare-facilities/chapter-9-managing-specific-infectious-diseases
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/health-protection-in-schools-and-other-childcare-facilities/chapter-9-managing-specific-infectious-diseases
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/health-protection-in-schools-and-other-childcare-facilities/chapter-9-managing-specific-infectious-diseases


7 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



8 

 

 
In line with the theme of laughter and to get everyone chuckling, some 
of our children have shared their favourite jokes... 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

What do you call a centi-
pede crossed with a parrot? 

A walkie talkie. 

Pharrell 

How did the egg solve the 
case? 

He cracked the code. 

Immy 

What’s black and white and goes up 
and down? 

A zebra in a lift. 

Rogan 

Why did the rubber     
chicken cross the road? 

To stretch its legs! 

Carter 

What’s brown and sticky? 

A stick. 

John 

Why did the lobster cross the 
road? 

To get to the other tide. 

Rafferty 
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INSET Days 2024/25: 
Monday 2nd December 2024 
Monday 6th January 2025 
Monday 21st July 2025 
 
With best wishes from Mrs Westwood, Mrs Manley and all the staff at 
Lighthorne Heath Primary School.  

UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 

Article 5, Parental Guidance, Article 18, Parental responsibility 

Spring Term 

November 

  

  

Friday 29th November Mufti Day (non-uniform day), please bring a     
donation for our chocolate tombola.  

December 

Monday 2nd December INSET day 

Wednesday 4th December Years 3 & 4 Christmas Trip 

Years 5 & 6 Christmas Trip 

*Wednesday 4th December Reception, Years1 and 2 afternoon of Christmas 
crafts (parent and child).  Limited to 15 spaces, 
booking (through school office) required. 

Monday 9th December Nursery and Reception Christmas Trip 

Years 1 & 2 Christmas Trip 

TBC Y5/6 trip, winter performances and celebrations 

*Wednesday 18th December Christmas Dinner.  This is £2.43 for those who 
pay for meals 

Monday 23rd December 2024 to Friday 3rd 
January 2025 

Christmas Holiday 

School returns on Tuesday 7th January 

*23rd & 24th December Onside Coaching HAF Club– limited to 20 places.  
Please look out for communication from Mr Rellis 
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My hero this week is Eldar.  He produced a fantastic fact file about farming as his home learning this 
week.  His work was neat and well researched.  Keep up the hard work Eldar, well done! 

UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 

 

 

 

 

EYFS 

Mrs Hartley and Mrs Cox have chosen Harry as their learning 
hero this week for his willingness to have a go. The grown ups 
have observed Harry becoming more observant and spending 
longer periods of time concentrating, for example, when 
completing a watercolour painting of a bird this week. Well 
done Harry!  

 

Years 1 and 2 

Our hero for this week is going to be Ella. Ella has been trying 
really hard with her writing and it is lovely to see her listening 
to feedback; remembering to use finger spaces and to sound 
out unfamiliar words. We have seen some lovely progress in 
Ella's writing. Well done and keep it up!  

 

Years 3 and 4 

The Year 3/4 star of the week is Emilia-Rose for her hard 
work, boundless enthusiasm, and brilliant ideas shared this 
week. Keep up the fantastic work Emilia-Rose!  

 

Years 5 and 6 

Mrs Cox has chosen Sat as this weeks 
learning hero for his fabulous home 
learning.  Well done, Sat.  
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School Governor Vacancy 

 

Lighthorne Heath Primary School shares a governing body with our 
Federation School, Sydenham Primary School.  We currently have a 
vacancy for a school parent governor.  It would be lovely to have a 
representation from Lighthorne Heath Primary School.  

By volunteering as a school governor, you can make a difference by 
shaping the future of our children and young people.  

There are no specific qualifications or requirements for the role - every 
governing body needs a balance and diversity of knowledge, skills and 
experience. 

Our school governing board meets once each half term (at Sydenham 
Primary School)  to oversee, monitor and make decisions regarding the 
leadership and daily running of each school. 

If you are interested in becoming a school governor please speak to      
Mrs. Manley who can record your interest and give you more information 
about the role. Mrs. Manley can also be contacted on 
manley.j@welearn365.com  

 

 

 

 

 

 

UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 31: Leisure, play and culture   

Article 5, Parental Guidance, Article 18, Parental responsibility 
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Article 31: Leisure, play and culture   
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UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 31: Leisure, play and culture   

                      

We are looking forward to our annual 
theatre trips this December.  

Years 3, 4, 5 and 6 will be visiting   
The Belgrade Theatre in Coventry to 

watch a  performance of the          
pantomime, Dick Whittington.        
This trip will take place on Wednesday 
4th December. 

Our children in Early Years and Years 
1 and 2 will visit Warwick Arts Centre 
on Monday 9th December to watch a 
performance of The Smeds and The 
Smoos. 

Please log on to Parentpay to 
make your payments for these 
trips and to give permission for 
your child to  attend. 

 



14 

 

 

 

 

Leaping Leopards After School Club 

Wrap around provision is currently      
available to support families balance work 
and family commitments. Here, children 
are cared for by school staff and a healthy 

snack is provided. Children are offered a variety of games, 
activities, crafts and toys that enable them to have fun,      
interact with their peers and relax after the school day. 

 

As previously communicated, changes to our charges and 
charging policy for our after school club come in to effect 
from 4 November 2024. 

With effect from this date, the cost for 1 hour will be £6 and 
£12 for two hours.  

Payments must be received in advance and your parent pay 
account will be charged weekly as per your new contract. 
Charges will apply even if your child does not attend. 

If you are currently using the after school club service, please 
ensure you have returned a new contract by 25 October 
2024.   

All bookings must be secured with a new contract. 

Contracts are available from the school office on request for 
new bookings. 
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UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 

Educaterers’ New 
Menu 

Next week is Week 1 For 
families who pay for 

meals, the cost is now 
£2.43 per day. 

Free School Meals 

If you think that you may 
be eligible for free school 
meals applications can be 
made online at https://
www.warwickshire.gov.uk/
education-learning/apply-
free-school-meals 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mrs. Manley and Mrs 
Hendriksen are happy to 
help with FSM 
applications, please ask if 
you require assistance.  
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UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 31: Leisure, play and culture                        

Year 6 children are invited to join 
Mrs Cox and Mrs Manley for 
QUIZ CLUB after school on    

Mondays. Sessions will run from 
3.00 until 3.45pm 

Here you will be able to practise key skills and 
feel more confident about the challenges 

ahead 
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Some useful information for parents and carers, including online webinars can be accessed 
the The National College (formerly National Online Safety).  At school, we teach the chil-
dren about safe online behaviours but it is important that these messages are reinforced at 
home at that parents and carers are aware of hoe to support their children if issues arise.   



19 

 

UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 
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UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 

Article 18 Parental responsibilities and state assistance 

If our funding application is    
successful, we aim to run        
another HAF club during the 
Christmas holiday.  This will be 
in partnership with Onside 
Coaching.  Please keep an eye 
on our newsletter for further   
information.  
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If you have a child who is due to start Reception or Year 7 
next September, you need to apply for their school place.  Applications can be 
made via the Warwickshire School Admissions Service.  Visit their website for 
more information https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/school-admissions-appeals 
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The Mobile library will be at 
Lighthorne Heath Village 
Hall between 15:15 to 15:35 

This route will operate on: 

25 November 2024 

 23 December 2024 

 27 January 2025 

 24 February 2025 

 24 March 2025 

 22 April 2025 

 19 May 2025 

 16 June 2025 

 14 July 2025 

 11 August 2025 

The Warwickshire Library 
Service has a range of    
exciting local events for 
families. Many are free and 
happen during school     
holidays and weekends.  
These include author visits, 
workshops and quizzes and 
crafts.  

Follow the link to find out 
more. 

 

https://api.warwickshire.gov.uk/
documents/WCCC-1980322935-
2874 



23 

 


