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This week we’ve been getting ready for Christmas. Reception 
have been practising our song for the performance. We’ve 

also enjoyed reading the story ‘Dear Santa’ which we noticed is by the 
same author, Rod Campbell as our last book ‘Dear Zoo’. We really 
enjoyed welcoming in parents for a Christmas themed ‘Stay and Play’. 
Thank you to everyone  who joined us.  

Friday 13th December 2024 

UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 

http://www.healthyschools.gov.uk/Default.aspx
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UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 

Years1 and 2 

Warwick Arts Centre 

The children in Years 1 and 2 
really enjoyed their visit to   
Warwick Arts Centre this week 
to watch the production of ‘The 
Smeds and the Smoo’s.’ 

Following their trip they designed their own aliens 
for the planets that the characters could visit, 
they completed colouring pages from the show 
and worked hard to write their own recounts of 
the trip, sharing some of their favourite moments.  

We saw a beautiful 
stage inside the        
theatre!  

By Ella 

Lots of the schools had a red     
uniform and we were the only 
school wearing blue! It reminded 
me of the colours in the story!  

          By Flo  

I really enjoyed the song at the end of 
the show!  

  By Carter 
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UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 

Years1 and 2 

Warwick Arts Centre 

We got splashed with wa-
ter by Grandma Smoo, 
it was so fun! 

By Lucas 

It was the best, I loved 
it! 

By Hudson 
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UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 

 

On Wednesday, our classroom transformed into a theatre as the 
children had the exciting opportunity to perform on stage! With the 
stage set up for our upcoming play, we used it to practice public 
speaking and bring our writing to life. The focus of the lesson was on 
building confidence, improving articulation, and reflecting on how to 
enhance both our writing and performance skills. 

The children worked to read aloud a descriptive piece of writing to 
peers, demonstrating clear articulation and expression. The activity 
encouraged them to engage deeply with the flow and structure of their 
writing while developing vital public speaking skills. 

Success Criteria in Action 
The lesson’s success criteria guided our objectives : 

1. Intonation and Volume: Children practised varying their tone 
and volume to keep their audience engaged and effectively convey 
meaning. 

2. Listening to Feedback: After performing, they listened to 
constructive feedback from their peers, reflecting on areas for 
improvement. 

3. Understanding Flow: By reading their work aloud, the children 
identified where their writing flowed smoothly and where it could 
be improved for clarity and impact. 

 
In the previous lesson, the children performed “cold” reading tasks, 
which led to the creation of a class list of “what to do” and “what not 
to do” when presenting. This session built on that foundation, with the 
children practising their performances in small groups before presenting 
to a wider audience. Standing on the stage gave them a real sense of 
purpose and excitement, helping them understand the importance of 
projecting their voice and holding the attention of a larger group. 

 
The children demonstrated incredible confidence and enthusiasm, with 
many stepping out of their comfort zones to deliver expressive, engaging 
performances. The peer feedback session was equally impressive, with 
children offering thoughtful and constructive advice to help each other 
to improve. 
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UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 

Typography and 

Maps 
This term in art, the children in Years 5 & 6 have been studying topography and 
maps. As part of this learning, this week, the children have been creating maps of 
themselves and practising their sketchbook skills. 

They thought deeply about what makes them who they are, then using this            
information they were able to make self-portrait maps of themselves. 
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Typography is the 
process of designing 
and placing a text or 
type on a map to 

inform the users of 
things like the purpose 
of the map, additional 
information, and the 
values of the features 
displayed on the map. 
When the text (type) is 
well placed it will greatly 
improve the usefulness 
of a map, enhance the 
information within it and 
improve its 
professionalism  

UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 

Typography and Maps 

We had to consider both the positive 
and more negative traits of ourselves to 
include in our map.  



7 

 

On Friday, the children continued their learning about the plight 
of refugees; people that may be seeking sanctuary due to the 
fear of danger, violence and persecution in their home country. 

Mrs Manley shared one of a number of books recently          
purchased to support our children’s understanding of this topic and our          
application to become a School of Sanctuary.  

 

 

 

The Plight of Refugees: A Call for Compassion 

Millions of people around the world are forced to flee their homes due to      
conflict, persecution, and disasters. These individuals, known as refugees, face 
dangerous journeys and uncertain futures in search of safety. 

Refugees often endure long, perilous travels, facing hunger, illness, and violence. 
Even after reaching a new country, they may find themselves in overcrowded 
situations with limited resources. Navigating complex legal systems and         
adjusting to new cultures can be incredibly challenging. 

Schools can play a vital role in supporting refugees. Programs like Schools of 
Sanctuary are helping create safe, welcoming spaces for refugee children and 
families. These schools foster inclusion, offer support for learning, and build    
understanding among students from different backgrounds. By embracing     
compassion and solidarity, we can make a meaningful difference in the lives of 
refugees and offer them hope for a brighter future. 

 
UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 14: Freedom of thought, belief and religion  

Article 22: Refugee children  

Article 29: Goals of education 

The Journey by Francesca Sanna tells the story 
of a family fleeing war and seeking refuge in a 
new land. The story follows a young child and 
their family as they embark on a perilous journey 
to escape violence and find safety. The book    
conveys themes of hope, loss, and the resilience 
of refugees. It highlights the difficulties and    
dangers of migration, as well as the emotional 
toll of leaving home, but ultimately emphasizes 
the importance of kindness, compassion, and the 
search for a better future.  
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UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 

Article 31: Leisure, play and culture 

 

 

 

On Monday, our Nursery, Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 children travelled 
to Warwick Arts Centre to watch a fantastic production, The Smeds and 
The Smoos.  The children encountered Janet and Bill who met, spent time 
learning about each other’s cultures (despite the protests of their families) 
and fell in love.  The happy ending taught the children that even though we 
are all different doesn’t mean we cant hang out together, play and be 
friends. 
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Can you help? 

Our Play Leader Junior Leadership Team 
is currently working on initiatives to   
improve the quality of playtimes by     
investing in new playground furniture 
and play equipment.  

We have been working with Anna     
Buckler (Children’s Wellbeing Practitioner, CW 
RISE) to identify what is working well with our 
play and lunch time provision and what we can 
do to improve things further. One of the key 
items we believe would significantly enhance the 
experience for our children is child-sized round 
picnic benches, which would encourage social 
interaction and collaborative games. 

Some of the items we are considering are quite costly. We are reaching out to our   
parent community to inquire if anyone has connections with local businesses or        
organisations that might be able to assist with funding or sponsorship for this project. 

Your support would be invaluable in helping us create a more engaging and enjoyable 
environment for our children. If you are able to help or know of any potential funding 
opportunities, please don’t hesitate to contact us, please speak directly to Mrs. Manley 
or Mrs. Hartley. 

Thank you for your continued support. 

UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 12: Respect for the views of the child 

Article 29: Goals of education 
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Attendance and Punctuality 
This week, Mrs Manley and Mrs Westwood met with a               
representative from Warwickshire attendance Service (WAS).      

Unfortunately, we still have a number of pupils who are persistently absent from school 
(below 90% attendance).  

We appreciate that it can be difficult deciding 
whether or not to keep your child off school when 
they're unwell.  

There are government 
guidelines for schools 
and nurseries 
about health            
protection and         
managing specific         
infectious diseases at 
GOV.UK. These 
say when children 
should be kept off 
school and when they 
shouldn't. 

If you do keep your 
child at home, it's       
important to phone the 
school on each day of 
absence and give the 
reason. 

UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 

Article 5, Parental Guidance, Article 18, Parental responsibility 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/health-protection-in-schools-and-other-childcare-facilities/chapter-9-managing-specific-infectious-diseases
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/health-protection-in-schools-and-other-childcare-facilities/chapter-9-managing-specific-infectious-diseases
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/health-protection-in-schools-and-other-childcare-facilities/chapter-9-managing-specific-infectious-diseases
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/health-protection-in-schools-and-other-childcare-facilities/chapter-9-managing-specific-infectious-diseases
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/health-protection-in-schools-and-other-childcare-facilities/chapter-9-managing-specific-infectious-diseases
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INSET Days 2024/25: 
Monday 6th January 2025 
Monday 21st July 2025 
 
With best wishes from Mrs Westwood, Mrs 
Manley and all the staff at Lighthorne Heath Primary School.  

UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 

Article 5, Parental Guidance, Article 18, Parental responsibility 

Spring Term 

 

December 

*Tuesday 17th December 

(this date has changed since original         
publication) 

Christmas Dinner.  This is £2.43 for those 
who pay for meals 

*Wednesday 18th December  Year 3/4/5/6- Cinema Trip to Paddington on 
(details on Parent Pay). Children will need to 
bring have a packed lunch or order one  

Thursday 19th December, 2pm.  Winter performance of  The               
Innkeeper’s Breakfast.  Tickets only. 

*Friday 20th December Christmas jumper day!Please bring 50p for 
school funds. Tombola—50p a go 

Monday 23rd December 2024 to Friday 
3rd January 2025 

Christmas Holiday 

School returns on Tuesday 7th January 

23rd & 24th December Onside Coaching HAF Club– limited to 20 
places.  Please look out for communication 
from Mr Rellis 
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UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 22: Refugee Children 

Article 29: Goals of education 
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My hero this week is Eldar.  He produced a fantastic fact file about farming as his home learning this 
week.  His work was neat and well researched.  Keep up the hard work Eldar, well done! 

UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 

 

 

 

 

 

EYFS 

Mrs Cox and Mrs Hartley have chosen Omourukpe as their 
learning hero this week. Omourukpe has shown a good 
understanding of patterns with the activities she has completed this 
week. Well done Omourukpe!  

 

Years 1 and 2 

Our Year 1 & 2 hero is Lucas R, for always trying his best both 
with his work at school and at home. Lucas has completed some 
impressive pieces of home learning this half term, sharing his skills 
as a budding artist and scientist. Well done! (see attached photos 
from Lucas's home learning book)   

 

Years 3 and 4 

This week’s Year 3 & 4 Hero is Omeghene for his consistent hard 
work, positive attitude, and dedication to all aspects of their 
learning. Keep up the amazing effort Omeghene! 

 

Years 5 and 6 

Mrs Cox’s hero this week is Lexie for her amazing mind map      
self-portrait. Mrs Cox was amazed by the 
care and attention she put into creating 
her piece. She showed creativity, 
thoughtfulness and imagination. Well 
done Lexie. 
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Some useful information for parents and carers, including online webinars can be accessed 
the The National College (formerly National Online Safety).  At school, we teach the chil-
dren about safe online behaviours but it is important that these messages are reinforced at 
home at that parents and carers are aware of hoe to support their children if issues arise.   
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UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 

Article 5, Parental Guidance, Article 18, Parental responsibility 
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As parents and carers, sometimes we may find what we’re doing isn’t working or 
we just want some different strategies in our toolbox. 

There are a number of workshops and programmes available to parents/carers 
living in Warwickshire. This support can be accessed online, face-to-face through 
informal advice, one-to-one consultations, group programmes and workshops. 

.or more information on any of our workshops or programs please  use the QR 
code above to access the Eventbrite booking system or email 
ehparenttrainers@warwickshire.gov.uk 

UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 

Article 5, Parental Guidance, Article 18, Parental responsibility 
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UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 

Article 5, Parental Guidance, Article 18, Parental responsibility 
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UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 

Educaterers’ New 
Menu 

Next week is Week 2 For 
families who pay for 

meals, the cost is now 
£2.43 per day. 

Free School Meals 

If you think that you may 
be eligible for free school 
meals applications can be 
made online at https://
www.warwickshire.gov.uk/
education-learning/apply-
free-school-meals 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mrs. Manley and Mrs 
Hendriksen are happy to 
help with FSM 
applications, please ask if 
you require assistance.  
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UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 31: Leisure, play and culture   

                      



21 

 

Please note the time 
change. These       
sessions will now 
take place in the 
afternoon 
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UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 



24 

 

UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 

Article 18 Parental responsibilities and state assistance 

If our funding application is    
successful, we aim to run        
another HAF club during the 
Christmas holiday.  This will be 
in partnership with Onside 
Coaching.  Please keep an eye 
on our newsletter for further   
information.  
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The Mobile library will be at 
Lighthorne Heath Village 
Hall between 15:15 to 15:35 

This route will operate on: 

25 November 2024 

 23 December 2024 

 27 January 2025 

 24 February 2025 

 24 March 2025 

 22 April 2025 

 19 May 2025 

 16 June 2025 

 14 July 2025 

 11 August 2025 

The Warwickshire Library 
Service has a range of    
exciting local events for 
families. Many are free and 
happen during school     
holidays and weekends.  
These include author visits, 
workshops and quizzes and 
crafts.  

Follow the link to find out 
more. 

 

https://api.warwickshire.gov.uk/
documents/WCCC-1980322935-
2874 
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If you have a child who is due to start Reception or Year 7 
next September, you need to apply for their school place.  Applications can be 
made via the Warwickshire School Admissions Service.  Visit their website for 
more information https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/school-admissions-appeals 


