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UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 

On Wednesday is was Chinese New Year. Chinese New Year is a special 
celebration that marks the start of the lunar new year. It’s a time for family 

gatherings, delicious food, and exciting traditions like dragon dances, fireworks, 
and giving red envelopes with money for good luck. Each year is named after an 
animal from the Chinese zodiac, and people celebrate with decorations, wearing 

new clothes, and cleaning their homes to welcome in good fortune. It’s a joyful and 
colourful time to honour family, friends, and the beginning of a fresh new year!  

We had to use careful cutting 
skills and paint to add detail. 

We made lanterns 

http://www.healthyschools.gov.uk/Default.aspx
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As you may be aware, pupils and staff at Lighthorne Heath Primary 
School have been working towards achieving the School of 
Sanctuary Award from City of Sanctuary UK. This prestigious 
accreditation recognizes schools that actively foster a culture of welcome, belonging, and 
solidarity for those seeking safety. 

To become a School of Sanctuary, a school must take a thoughtful and reflective approach 
to reviewing and refining its practices, ensuring that it upholds three key principles: 

• LEARN – Schools help their students, staff, and wider community understand what it 
means to seek sanctuary and the challenges surrounding forced migration. 

• EMBED – Schools commit to creating a safe, inclusive, and welcoming environment that 
benefits everyone, including those seeking sanctuary. They also collaborate with people 
seeking sanctuary to shape their approach. 

• SHARE – Schools proudly promote their values and initiatives within their local 
communities and work together to strengthen the movement of welcome. 

On Tuesday, we were delighted to welcome a team of assessors into our school to showcase 
the work we have done in building and maintaining this culture. Their visit provided a 
fantastic opportunity to highlight our ongoing commitment to inclusivity and compassion. 

 I am delighted to confirm that Lighthorne Heath Primary 
School has achieved this award and is now a recognised 
School of Sanctuary. 
 

UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 

Article 8: Protection and preservation of identity 

Article 22: Refugee children 

Article 30: Children from minority or indigenous groups 

Our School of Sanctuary Champions 
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Here’s a sample of comments made by the team who assessed us: 

"The school ethos and children’s understanding of being welcoming and inclusive were 
evident across discussions of music, sport, art, and play." 

"Questions regarding HAF were answered. We are confident there is a wide range of 
support in place to meet the needs of learners and foster an inclusive and welcoming 
culture for all." 

"It was clear that students are highly engaged and have opportunities to suggest their 
own ideas." 

"The appraisal panel felt that the whole school was supportive of proudly sharing its 
commitment to sanctuary in school." 

"The appraisal panel was extremely impressed by the efforts that have gone into 
building staff expertise." 

"The panel was extremely impressed by the ability of the children we spoke with to 
confidently and eloquently articulate their values, why they matter to them, and what 
they do and enjoy doing in their roles." 

UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 

Article 8: Protection and preservation of identity 

Article 22: Refugee children 

Article 30: Children from minority or indigenous groups 
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UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 

Years1 and 2 
Handwriting 

This week in Years 1 and 2, the children have continued to practise their hand-
writing. This is a weekly lesson which enables the children to learn letter for-
mation and how to prepare for neat handwriting. The ‘Penpal’ handwriting ses-
sions always begin with a warm up of the muscles in our hands and arms to 
help improve our flexibility and pencil control.  

The children helped to construct the ‘steps to success’ noting important steps 
such as ‘sitting correctly’, ‘eyes looking at the book’ and ‘checking that my 
pencil is sharp’. They all work exceptionally hard in these sessions, trying to 
make each join or letter better than the last and self assessing along the way. 
Great work everyone!  
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UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 

This week in Science, we explored how sound changes over distance through a 
hands-on investigation. The children became real scientists, observing and 
measuring how sounds get fainter as they move further from the source. It was a 
fantastic opportunity to develop their enquiry skills and apply scientific thinking to 
a real-world concept. 

Our learning objective for this lesson was: 
“To recognise that sounds get fainter as the distance from the sound 
source increases.” 

This investigation directly supports the National Curriculum for Science in Years 3 
and 4, helping children develop their ability to: 

• Identify how sounds change over distance. 

• Recognise and describe sounds from various distances. 

• Carry out a fair test using scientific methods. 

To put this concept to the test, the children took part in a practical 
investigation. Using a range of sound sources (coins, paper clips, drums), 
they observed how sound levels changed as they moved further away. 
They carefully recorded their observations, noting when the sound could 
no longer be heard and discussing why this happens. 

The children quickly realised that as the distance increased, the volume of the sound decreased. They discussed 
how this applies to real life, such as why voices sound quieter when someone is far 
away or why sirens seem louder as they get closer. 

This experiment focused on developing key scientific skills, particularly: 

• Conducting fair tests by keeping variables the same (such as using the 
same sound source and measuring distances accurately). 

• Recording results systematically by observing how sound levels changed 
at different distances. 

• Presenting data in a bar chart to visually represent their findings 
and draw conclusions based on evidence. 

By the end of the lesson, the children 
confidently explained how sound waves 
weaken as they travel further from 
their source and used their bar charts 
to compare their results effectively. 
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UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 

 

This term, the children in Years 5 & 6 class have been enjoying learning how to play the 
ukulele. 

We have learned how to hold a ukulele correctly, the difference between strumming and 
plucking, and two different rest positions. 

This week they learned two new chords and were fantastic at playing along with a   
backing track.   
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UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 
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Attendance and Punctuality 
Thank you to the many parents who ensure that their children      
attend regularly and arrive on time. Attendance is incredibly important to the          
education of our children and makes a big difference to a child’s ability to do well at 
school. The school is required to work within clear guidelines for monitoring attendance 
and addressing individual cases.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In addition to attending school, it is also important that your child has what they need 
each day. Parents should be aware of the days in which their child has PE and-/ or 
swimming and ensure that children have the correct kit on 
the relevant day. 

At this time of year it is important that children have a 
warm coat in school so that they can safely and               
comfortably play outside and  can complete learning        
activities outside the classroom.  

UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 

Article 5, Parental Guidance, Article 18, Parental responsibility 
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Action for Happiness is 
a charity that promotes 
a happier and more 
caring society.   

Check out their Friendly 
February calendar for 
ways to brighten 
up someone’s 
day.  



10 

 

 
 

 
 

 
With best wishes from Mrs Westwood, Mrs Manley and all the staff at 
Lighthorne Heath Primary School.  

UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 

Article 5, Parental Guidance, Article 18, Parental responsibility 

Spring Term 

January 

Friday 31st January Mufti (non uniform) day, please bring 50p       
donation for school funds 

February 

Week beginning Monday 3rd February Children’s Mental Health Week  
Thursday 6th February Parents and Carer’s club– 2.30 at school.  Join us 

for a hot drink and biscuit and get to know other 
parents. 

Thursday 6th February In recognition of this years Children’s Mental 
Health Week, 6th Feb is Pyjama day. 

Bring £1 for charity and wear your PJs to school. 

Week beginning Monday 10th  February Tuesday 11th February  3.15-5pm 

Wednesday 12th 4pm– 6pm 

Parents Evenings 

Please contact the School Office if you need help 

booking 
Friday 28th February Mufti (non uniform) day, please bring 50p for 

school funds 

Thursday 6th March World Book Day (don’t buy a costume–  specific 
themes and instructions to follow).  
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My hero this week is Eldar.  He produced a fantastic fact file about farming as his home learning this 
week.  His work was neat and well researched.  Keep up the hard work Eldar, well done! 

UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 

 

 

 

 

EYFS 

Ikhlas is our Reception and Nursery class hero this week for 
her fantastic attitude to learning. Ikhlas will give everything a 
go and is doing a great job at keeping up learning our new 
phonic sounds. She always is the first the help with tidying 
up. Well done Ikhlas! 

 

Years 1 and 2 

Our hero is Krishla for always putting 100% effort into her 
learning. Krishla's attitude to her work is above and beyond, 
she listens carefully to instructions, presents her work 
beautifully and always has lots of interesting ideas to share 
with the class. Krishla, you are a fantastic member of our 
class and we are so proud of your efforts. Well done!   

 

Years 3 and 4 

Mr Sangha’s of the Week is Imelda for her enthusiasm and 
keen interest in learning, as well as her sustained focus across 
all subjects. Imelda’s curiosity and effort have been truly 
inspiring. Well done, Imelda!  

 

Years 5 and 6 

Mrs Cox’s hero this week is Niamh. She has shown amazing 
creativity and determination with her home learning, making 
a wonderful clay Tudor house.  Keep it up, Niamh.  
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UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 

Last Autumn term, the children of our school were set a challenge to help others to 
keep safe when out and about in the darker evenings. KS1 and Reception were asked 
to design an outfit for Warwick Bear, Year 3 and 4 were to design a backpack with 
special features that would help keep them safe after dark and Year 5 and 6 were 
asked to design an entire outfit to keep them safe and seen. 

The Junior Road Safety Officers have deliberated and chosen the following winners 

Milan 
Aurora 

Amelia 

Mimi 

River 
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Some useful information for parents and carers, including online webinars can be accessed 
the The National College (formerly National Online Safety).  At school, we teach the chil-
dren about safe online behaviours but it is important that these messages are reinforced at 
home at that parents and carers are aware of hoe to support their children if issues arise.   
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UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 

Article 5, Parental Guidance, Article 18, Parental responsibility 
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UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 

Article 5, Parental Guidance, Article 18, Parental responsibility 



16 

 

UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 

Free School Meals 

If you think that you may 
be eligible for free school 
meals applications can be 
made online at https://
www.warwickshire.gov.uk/
education-learning/apply-
free-school-meals 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mrs. Manley and Mrs 
Hendriksen are happy to 
help with FSM 
applications, please ask if 
you require assistance.  

Educaterers’ New 
Menu 

Next week we will be on 
Week 1 of the current 

Educaterers menu.  
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A number of free online parenting courses are available to 
Warwickshire families.  These are a great way to get advice and 
learn new skills in the comfort of your own home and at times to suit you. All of 
the courses are filled with helpful techniques and ideas developed by our 
experienced parenting professionals to help you become a confident and happy 
parent. Crucially, you can do our course whenever and wherever suits you and 
work through it at our own pace.  

Follow the link via the QR code above or access these courses and other support 
via: https://www.familylives.org.uk/how-we-can-help/online-parenting-courses 

 

UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 

Article 5, Parental Guidance, Article 18, Parental responsibility 
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Can you help? 

Our Play Leader Junior Leadership Team is currently working on 
initiatives to improve the quality of playtimes by  investing in 
new playground furniture and play equipment.  

We have been working with Anna Buckler (Children’s Wellbeing Practitioner, CW 
RISE) to identify what is working well with our play and lunch time provision and 
what we can do to improve things further.  

One of the key items we believe would          
significantly enhance the experience for our    
children is child-sized round picnic benches, 
which would encourage social interaction and 
collaborative games. 

Some of the items we are considering are quite 
costly. We are reaching out to our   parent community to inquire if anyone has       
connections with local businesses or organisations that might be able to assist with 
funding or sponsorship for this project. 

Your support would be invaluable in helping us create a more engaging and enjoyable 
environment for our children. If you are able to help or know of any potential funding 
opportunities, please don’t hesitate to contact us, please speak directly to Mrs. Manley 
or Mrs. Hartley. 

Thank you for your continued support. 

UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 12: Respect for the views of the child 

Article 29: Goals of education 
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UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 

Article 5, Parental Guidance, Article 18, Parental responsibility 
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If you have a child who is due to start Reception or Year 7 
next September, you need to apply for their school place.  Applications can be 
made via the Warwickshire School Admissions Service.  Visit their website for 
more information https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/school-admissions-appeals. 


