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This week we’ve continued to complete lots of activities linked to Christmas. 
We’ve listened to the Christmas story (along with lots of others!), completed 
Christmas crafts and maths activities. Reception also enjoyed Christmas 
dinner and performing the Innkeeper’s Breakfast. We’d like say a big thank 
you to our fantastic reading volunteer, Mrs Rawlings, for her time she 

spends in our class hearing the readers. Thank you! 

Friday 20th December 2024 

UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 

http://www.healthyschools.gov.uk/Default.aspx
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UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 

The National Gallery– Sculpting 
Years1 and 2 

On Monday afternoon, the children in Years 1 and 2 took part in an online workshop led by Tilly and 
Emily from the National Gallery in London. First they listened carefully to the story behind the painting 
‘A hilly landscape with figures’ by Aelbert Cuyp before selecting their favourite animal or figure to 
draw in it’s surroundings. They paid careful attention to the texture and stance of the subject they 
drew, and then learnt how to bring it to life, by moulding clay into shapes and adding texture using 
their pencil as a tool for connecting the pieces together. Silence fell on the classroom as the children 
demonstrated excellent concentration skills, perseverance and determination throughout the session. 
Well done to all of them for their hard work and creativity, they made some wonderful models which 
will be sent home after the Christmas break. 
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UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 

On Tuesday, our fabulous school cook, Suzy, impressed us all with a delicious Christmas Dinner.  We 
had turkey (or Quorn) and all the trimmings and there were lots of empty plates and full tummies.  
Thank you, Suzy, for all of your hard work.  
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UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 

Article 31: Leisure, play and culture 

A big thank you to all the parents and 
other family members who joined us on 
Thursday to watch the children’s perfor-
mance of The Innkeeper's Breakfast.  

Your support and enthusiasm made the 
event even more special for our young           
performers. It was a joy to see everyone 
come together to celebrate their hard 
work and creativity. We truly appreciate 
your involvement and look forward to 
more memorable moments like this in the 
future!  
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UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 

This week, the children in Years 3 & 4 explored the water 
cycle. With a mix of hands-on creativity and scientific learning, 
they gained a deeper understanding of how water moves 
through the environment. By the end of the lesson, not only 
could they describe each stage, but they also crafted their own 
visual representations of the cycle to reinforce their learning. 

Science: The Water Cycle in Action 
Our learning objective for the lesson was clear: “I can identify 
and describe the different stages of the water cycle.” This 
activity aligns with the National Curriculum’s requirement for 
Year 3 and 4 students to “describe the part played by 
evaporation and condensation in the water cycle.” 

We began by discussing the four key stages of the water cycle: 
evaporation, condensation, precipitation, and collection. The 
children explored how water changes state as it moves 
through these stages, using real-world examples to make the 
concept relatable — such as how puddles dry up after rain 
(evaporation) and how clouds form (condensation). 

Hands-On Learning: Creating Water Cycle Models 
To bring the water cycle to life, the children created their 
own models using two paper plates. One plate served as the 
base, where they illustrated key elements like oceans, rivers, 
and clouds. The second plate was cut into a rotating wheel, 
which allowed them to highlight each stage of the cycle as 
they turned it. This interactive model helped the children 
visualise the continuous movement of water and better 
understand the connections between each stage. 

 
This lesson strongly supported the National Curriculum’s 
goals for scientific understanding, encouraging the children 
to: 

• Use scientific language to explain processes like 
evaporation and condensation. 

• Develop their understanding of the natural world and 
its interrelated systems. 

• Represent scientific ideas through diagrams and models. 

The creative, hands-on nature of the activity also allowed 
the children to build fine motor skills and express their 
learning in an engaging and memorable way. 
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On Wednesday the children in KS2 went to the  Leamington 
Vue cinema to watch Paddington in Peru. 

In 5/6 we have taken this as an opportunity to do some extra 
learning about Peru. 

First, we had to find a secret message hidden in a letter about 
Aunt Lucy. 

Then we found out more about Peru, the place where Paddington was born and raised    
before he moved to London.  

We thought about why we might be good companions to Paddington on his quest to find 
Aunt Lucy. We used this information to write a letter to Paddington explaining why we 
would be the right companion to join him on his quest. 

Finally we decided what we would need to pack for the journey, and had to make sure that 
we had enough baggage           
allowance by doing some careful       
addition work. 

UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 

Article 22: Refugee children 
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Attendance and Punctuality 
 

Unfortunately, we still have a number of pupils who are persistently absent from school 
(below 90% attendance).  

We appreciate that it can be difficult deciding 
whether or not to keep your child off school when 
they're unwell.  

There are government 
guidelines for schools 
and nurseries 
about health            
protection and         
managing specific         
infectious diseases at 
GOV.UK. These 
say when children 
should be kept off 
school and when they 
shouldn't. 

If you do keep your 
child at home, it's       
important to phone the 
school on each day of 
absence and give the 
reason. 

UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 

Article 5, Parental Guidance, Article 18, Parental responsibility 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/health-protection-in-schools-and-other-childcare-facilities/chapter-9-managing-specific-infectious-diseases
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/health-protection-in-schools-and-other-childcare-facilities/chapter-9-managing-specific-infectious-diseases
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/health-protection-in-schools-and-other-childcare-facilities/chapter-9-managing-specific-infectious-diseases
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/health-protection-in-schools-and-other-childcare-facilities/chapter-9-managing-specific-infectious-diseases
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/health-protection-in-schools-and-other-childcare-facilities/chapter-9-managing-specific-infectious-diseases
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1. Breathe Like Santa 

This is a fun activity that the younger children can really enjoy!  

To help children practice slow, controlled breathing, take a deep 
breath in, hold it for a moment, and slowly let it out with a slow, “Ho 
ho ho.” It feels silly at first, but this really helps kids feel their chests 
fall as they let the air go. 

2. Tree Doodles  

This is a calming activity that promotes mindfulness alongside the 
development of fine-motor skills, mark-making, and pencil control. 
Children are invited to decorate the Christmas Tree by completing 
and/or adding their own patterns . 

3. Gratitude Star 

Gratitude journaling is an excellent way to be mindful because 
you’re taking a moment to pause and think about what you’re 
grateful for on a daily basis. The Gratitude Star is a fun way to 
get your child to list 5 different things they appreciate each day. 
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INSET Days 2024/25: 
Monday 6th January 2025 
Monday 21st July 2025 
 

Our Spring term 2025 begins on Tuesday 7th January 
 
 
As 2024 comes to an end, we want to say a big thank you to 
all of our families for your support and involvement this year. 
You’ve helped make our school such a special place. 
 
We are so proud of all the hard work and growth our children 
have shown. We hope your winter break is full of fun, 
relaxation, and time with loved ones. See you in the new year!  
 
 
With best wishes from                
Mrs Westwood, Mrs Manley 
and all the staff at Lighthorne 
Heath Primary School.  

UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 

Article 5, Parental Guidance, Article 18, Parental responsibility 



10 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
Thank you to our children and families who 
have taken part in our fund raising efforts 
this week. You may remember that we are 
currently saving for picnic benches for our 
playground.   
 
Today’s Christmas jumper day and chocolate tombola has 
raised £42.50 and Thursday’s doughnut sales raised £58. 

 

UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 

Article 5, Parental Guidance, Article 18, Parental 
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My hero this week is Eldar.  He produced a fantastic fact file about farming as his home learning this 
week.  His work was neat and well researched.  Keep up the hard work Eldar, well done! 

UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 

 

 

 

 

 

EYFS 

Renee is our Early Years class learning hero this week for her 
observations of measuring size and weight as well as her careful 
colouring. Renee is always kind and polite. Well done Renee!  

 

Years 1 and 2 

Our Y 1 & 2 hero this week is Lucas A. We have all been really 
impressed with the progress Lucas has made with his writing this 
term. This week he amazed us with his poetry ideas during our 
guided reading lesson. Lucas really absorbed the language and 
humour he learned from Michael Rosen's poem 'Chocolate'; this 
inspired his own poetry writing and he wrote an amusing poem 
based on chocolate that really entertained us! Well done Lucas!  

 

Years 3 and 4 

This week’s Star of the Week is Lottie for her enthusiasm to 
contribute during lessons and her positive attitude towards all 
aspects of learning. Fantastic work, Lottie! 

 

Years 5 and 6 

Mrs Cox’s this week is Teodora.  She has demonstrated great 
maturity, showing humour and concentration during the school 
nativity play. She also shared thoughtfully during our discussions 
on remembrance and even brought in a model made by her 
relative who was a prisoner of war.  Keep up the good work.  
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Some useful information for parents and carers, including online webinars can be accessed 
the The National College (formerly National Online Safety).  At school, we teach the chil-
dren about safe online behaviours but it is important that these messages are reinforced at 
home at that parents and carers are aware of hoe to support their children if issues arise.   
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UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 

Article 5, Parental Guidance, Article 18, Parental responsibility 
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UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 

Article 5, Parental Guidance, Article 18, Parental responsibility 
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As parents and carers, sometimes we may find what we’re doing isn’t working or 
we just want some different strategies in our toolbox. 

There are a number of workshops and programmes available to parents/carers 
living in Warwickshire. This support can be accessed online, face-to-face through 
informal advice, one-to-one consultations, group programmes and workshops. 

.or more information on any of our workshops or programs please  use the QR 
code above to access the Eventbrite booking system or email 
ehparenttrainers@warwickshire.gov.uk 

UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 

Article 5, Parental Guidance, Article 18, Parental responsibility 
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UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 

Free School Meals 

If you think that you may 
be eligible for free school 
meals applications can be 
made online at https://
www.warwickshire.gov.uk/
education-learning/apply-
free-school-meals 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mrs. Manley and Mrs 
Hendriksen are happy to 
help with FSM 
applications, please ask if 
you require assistance.  

Educaterers’ New 
Menu 

After the Christmas break, 
we will be on Week 3 of 
the current Educaterers 

menu.  
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Please note the time 
change. These       
sessions will now 
take place in the 
afternoon 
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UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 

Article 5, Parental Guidance, Article 18, Parental responsibility 
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If you have a child who is due to start Reception or Year 7 
next September, you need to apply for their school place.  Applications can be 
made via the Warwickshire School Admissions Service.  Visit their website for 
more information https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/school-admissions-appeals. 


